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Welcome!	  

Ø Cara	  Barker	  
Ø Reference	  Assistant	  at	  Suzzallo-‐Allen	  Library	  
Ø Graduate	  student	  at	  UW	  iSchool	  -‐-‐	  MLIS	  ‘14	  



Today’s	  Session:	  

Ø Finding	  &	  Evaluating	  
Sources	  

Ø Generating	  Keywords	  
Ø Scholarly	  Sources	  vs.	  
Ø Popular	  Sources	  

Ø Library’s	  Website	  
Ø Demo:	  

Ø Academic	  Search	  
Complete	  

Ø Google	  Scholar	  
Ø Time	  for	  Searching	  



Finding	  Resources	  

Ø Google	  It	  
Ø Wikipedia	  
Ø Ask	  someone	  you	  know	  



Evaluating	  Resources	  

Ø Who	  wrote	  the	  piece?	  
Ø Who	  published	  the	  piece?	  
Ø Who	  is	  the	  intended	  audience?	  
Ø Is	  this	  relevant	  to	  your	  topic?	  How?	  
Ø What	  is	  the	  point	  of	  view	  or	  bias	  of	  the	  
piece?	  



Your	  Research	  Question	  

“What	  is	  the	  effect	  of	  the	  globalization	  	  
of	  chains	  like	  Starbucks	  	  
on	  fair	  trade	  coffee?”	  



Generating	  Keywords	  

1.  Take	  your	  research	  statement	  or	  question	  
and	  circle	  the	  key	  concepts.	  

2.  For	  each	  key	  concept	  try	  to	  think	  of	  similar	  
words	  that	  will	  help	  you:	  
a.  Zind	  articles	  on	  the	  broader	  topic	  
b.  Zind	  articles	  on	  a	  narrower	  topic	  
c.  Zind	  materials	  that	  are	  related	  to	  your	  topic	  



Scholarly	  vs.	  Popular	  



What	  is	  a	  Scholarly	  Journal?	  
aka:	  Academic	  Journals,	  Peer-‐Reviewed	  Journals,	  &	  

Research	  Journals	  	  

Share	  information	  and	  original	  research	  between	  
scholars	  in	  a	  particular	  Zield	  of	  study	  

Articles	  are	  reviewed	  by	  peers/fellow	  specialists	  in	  
their	  Zield	  before	  it	  is	  published.	  



Subject	  Matter:	  
SpeciZic	  and	  
Specialized	  
information.	  
Reports	  of	  
research	  on	  
particular	  aspects	  
of	  a	  Zield	  of	  study.	  

Authors	  are	  
academic	  
researchers	  or	  
specialists	  in	  
their	  Zield.	  	  

Author	  afZiliations	  (title,	  degree,	  academic	  
position	  held)	  in	  the	  article	  



Language	  is	  
appropriate	  for	  
scholarly	  dialog	  and	  
uses	  terminology	  
from	  the	  Zield	  of	  
study.	  

All	  sources	  are	  
cited	  in	  the	  
bibliography.	  

Journals	  are	  usually	  published	  by	  educational	  
institutions,	  professional	  organizations,	  or	  
non-‐proZits	  



What	  is	  a	  Popular	  Journal?	  
Written	  for	  the	  general	  public	  

•  Shorter	  articles	  
•  easier	  vocabulary	  	  
•  glossy	  paper	  
•  illustrations	  and	  photos	  	  
•  advertising	  

Paid	  journalists	  	  





Popular	  Magazines	  or	  Newspapers	  can	  be	  good	  
sources	  for	  research	  projects	  

However,	  they	  are	  not	  considered	  	  
scholarly	  journals	  
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